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WATTLE GROVE AGED-CARE FACILITY — MINISTER FOR PLANNING 

Statement 

HON ALISON XAMON (East Metropolitan) [5.23 pm]: I rise this evening to talk about an issue in my 
electorate, the East Metropolitan Region, that is causing a significant level of controversy and grief amongst the 
affected community. I am speaking tonight about the community of the semirural suburb of Wattle Grove and 
specifically about the planning process currently underway and the resultant breakdown in relationships over a 
proposed spot rezoning of lot 500 Gavour Road, which is designed to enable a medium-density, over-55s 
development in an area currently zoned semirural. This proposal is not new. In various forms, this development 
and the required amendment to the metropolitan region scheme have been proposed several times over the past 
several years. In both 2004 and 2007, the issue was considered by the Kalamunda council and discarded in both 
instances. However, the Shire of Kalamunda has now decided that it supports the proposal and is requesting the 
rezoning take place. As a result, the planning minister has imposed a number of conditions on his agreement to 
advertise the amendment, and the shire is now in the process of developing a new town planning scheme that is 
intended to address a number of concerns about the process. Unfortunately, the most recent round of actions to 
rezone this land has created considerable acrimony within the community. Effectively, it has become an issue 
between the people who live there now and the people who wish to see aged-care facilities proceed.  

There is no question that we need to ensure there are additional aged-care beds in the Perth hills region. That 
issue has come up in this place before and I have noticed that all parties have agreed that there is a shortage of 
aged-care beds across Western Australia generally, but it is a particular issue within the Perth hills region of the 
metropolitan area. That is not in dispute. I note also local residents who live in Wattle Grove are very clear that 
they do not want to leave the area and want to ensure that they can live out the rest of their lives in an area that is 
very important to them. At the same time there are real tensions within the community because this is an area 
that has been zoned semirural for a very long time. People bought into the area because of its amenity on the 
basis that it was zoned semirural and they are feeling particularly aggrieved about the proposal.  

That was of enough concern to them, but now, effectively, the whole debate has become quite toxic and that is 
what I want to talk about tonight. Rather than the issue being merely about an orderly planning process or at least 
moving towards a change in planning, it has turned into a very divisive and nasty fight within that community. 
The Wattle Grove Action Group is made up of residents who live in the area, and are of no particular political 
persuasion; they are united by one thing, namely, that they live in the area and share a common love of its 
current amenity. The group is now regularly receiving letters from the developer’s lawyers, who are threatening 
potential defamation action against them. They are very clear that they do not believe that anything they are 
saying or doing in trying to express their concerns about this process is defamatory, yet they are becoming 
increasingly distressed by what they perceive are these attempts to effectively silence their lawful right to 
express their concern about the planning process. Already they feel that standing up for what they believe is a 
treasured way of life is costing them money. They are also talking to me about their distress and lack of sleep 
and how angry they are feeling. Now they feel that this additional threat of potential legal action, which they feel 
is utterly unjustified, is adding more fear to the pile. They are quite outraged about what they feel is no basis to 
any defamation claim. I want to be very clear that no defamation action has been taken against any of these 
people; it is simply the threat of it, so there is nothing to indicate they have engaged in anything improper. They 
are now wondering what standing up for what they believe will cost them. They are asking whether it will cost 
them their homes. They feel as though this united community group—a significant group—of people, who will 
be the most immediately affected by the rezoning, is on the verge of being stifled through the threat of legal 
action.  

I want to draw this issue to the attention of Parliament because I feel very strongly that when there are disputes 
over planning processes, we need to ensure that at no point should legitimate opposition be stifled through the 
threat of legal action, particularly when there is no basis for that legal action. It has been deeply divisive to this 
community and, as I say, emotions are running very high. They feel embattled that they have been silenced and 
that their reasonable and sensible objections to the rezoning and variation between the conditions on the rezoning 
and the expectation of other residents of the shire are being blatantly ignored.  

At the moment everyone is waiting for the Minister for Planning to make a decision. I am calling on the Minister 
for Planning to do more than that. This is in his electorate; these are his constituents. I ask the minister to 
intervene in this situation to see whether he can work with the community and the council to try to achieve an 
outcome that will come close to meeting people’s needs, and certainly to have the threat of legal action and those 
sorts of tactics taken off the table.  
 


